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Pest status - The hairy scarab Epicometis (Tropinota) hirta (Coleoptera, Scarabaeidae, Cetoniinae) causes damages to soft fruits like strawberries and a variety of
other orchard fruits in warmer regions of Central and Eastern Europe. The adults feed on the flowers and also on ripening fruits. Chemical control is near to
impossible. We started our research with the aim of developing semiochemical-baited traps with high capture capacity, which could be used through mass
trapping for decreasing the po : :

density of the pest.
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Mass trapping - Applymg the VARD3Kk trap at 12-15 trap/ha density proved to be effective in decreasing beetle numbers
in strawberries and apples [7]. Testing in other cultures also yielded promising results.
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